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article on Malet's conspiracy, both interesting and
novel. " Consider," he says, " those plumed and
bedizened personages, who vanished at the moment
of danger like the decorations of the opera, and when
seen again were doubly obsequious; consider, on the
other hand, those improvised judges, so contemptuous
of the rights of the defence and of the simplest rules
of justice, so eager to finish with the affair, and you
cannot escape a painful feeling. The viciousness of
excessive centralization makes its appearance in its
most odious form, and in view of this general confu-
sion, it is easy to understand the successive crumbling
of the forms of government that followed. All, in
various degrees, rested on public officials; and in
critical moments there has always been a lack of the
energetic aid and solidity which should have been
looked for."

In foreign countries the article in the Moniteur,
announcing at once the conspiracy and its failure,
produced a great impression. November 4, 1812,
Count Otto, French Ambassador at Vienna, wrote to
the Duke of Bassano, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
who was then at Wilna: " My Lord, on receipt of the
article inserted in the article of the Moniteur of
October 24, concerning the criminal attempts of ex-
Generals Malet, Lahorie, and Guidal, the Emperor of
Austria hastened to send a courier to his august
daughter, to obtain news from her at the earliest
possible moment. Tour Excellency will readily
believe that this article has produced the greatest